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upon trust and at second-hand \ and this is too frequent a
case: for which reason I have endeavoured to put this
doctrine upon a short and sure foot, levelled to the meanest
understanding; by which we may, as the apostle directs, be
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
us a reason of the hope that is in us, with meekness and
fear.

And, thus I have done with my subject, which probably
I should not have chosen, if I had not been invited to it by
the occasion of this season, appointed on purpose to cele-
brate the mysteries of the Trinity, and the descent of the
Holy Ghost, wherein we pray to be kept stedfast in this
faith; and what this faith is I have shewn you in the
plainest manner I could. For, upon the whole, it is no
more than this: God commandeth us, by our dependence
upon His truth, and His Holy Word, to believe a fact that
we do not understand. And, this is no more than what we
do every day in the works of nature, upon the credit of men
of learning. Without faith we can do no works acceptable
to God; for, if they proceed from* any other principle, they
will not advance our salvation; and this faith, as I have
explained it, we may acquire without giving up our senses,
or contradicting our reason. May God of his infinite mercy
inspire us with true faith in every article and mystery of our
holy religion, so as to dispose us to do what is pleasing in
his sight; and this we pray through Jesus Christ, to whom,
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, the mysterious, in-
comprehensible ONE GOD, be all honour and glory now and
for evermore! Amen.